
gall-bladder and biliary passages, by the migration
into them of organisms existing in the duodenum, of
which some exert a pathogenic iufiuence on the mu-
cous membrane, this migration being facilitated when
the flow of bile is diminished." The organism exerting
the influence in question is supposed to be the ubiqui-
tous bacterium coli commune.
It is to be hoped that Professor Gamgee's hope maybe fulfilled, " after the publication of a second edition

of Volume I, to complete, by an equally thorough
study of other great animal functions, my survey of
the physiological chemistry of the animal body." We
can assure him he can quite safely " trust that the /

present volume may, like its predecessor, further the '

advancement of, and prove not altogether unworthy (
of the present position of physiology iu Euglaud."
Hammarsten's " Text-Book of Physiological Chem-

istry " is well known iu Sweden and iu Germany, Jwhere since the publication of the first edition in
1890, two others have appeared, all by the author '
himself. It is to be regretted that the English trans-
lator did not wait for the author's revision of the first
German editiou before completing his work, which,
nevertheless, is of distinct value, as the famous Swed-
ish physiological chemist's book is an admirable
general account of his science, the pathological aspects
of which are also discussed.
The book is sufficiently full for most requirements

of student or physician, although uot claiming that
place iu the research laboratory which Gamgee's work
so well fills. Directions for practical work are given,
and are particularly full iu relation to the urine.
It is to be regretted that the rendering of German

into English has uot been more successful, resulting
as it does, for example, in such a sentence as— "If
the blood-circulation of a dog is cut off between the
liver and intestines and the blood allowed to flow only
through the head and the viscera of the thoracic
cavity, the coagulation of the blood is destroyed "
(p. 55). This, however, is worse : " But, as in regard
to the peptones, whose formation in the digestion was
considered as taking place especially in the interest
of a facilitated osmosis and filtration, but whose con-
ditions have been found quite different and much more
complicated, so in the absorption theory there is a
still greater contrast between former and present
views " (p. 231).
Professor Halliburton's " Essentials of Chemical

Physiology " has so soon reached a second editiou
that it is evident its merits are well appreciated by
students. Directions for practical work in the labora-
tory are what make it especially valuable, but there
is, in addition to these, sufficient theoretical descriptionaud discussion to make the book a useful compendiumof this side of the subject as well.
The " Handbook for the Bio-chemical Laboratory "

certainly deserves its title, containing as it does, iu a

handy form, various methods of preparation aud de-
scriptions of the properties of the more important
proximate principles of the animal body, and a large
uumber of tests arranged in alphabetical order under
their authors' names. The work seems on the whole
to have been well done, a striking omission, however,
beiug the absence of all reference to albumoses. The
properties, too, of peptones are uot described, uor is
the usual well-known test for these with fixed caustic
alkali and copper sulphate given with its proper inter-
pretation as indicating either albumoses or peptones.

BOSTON PUBLIC INSTITUTIONS.
From statements in certain of the daily papers it

would appear that the public institutions of Boston,
so well started on a course of improvement, are about
to be checked in their good work by renewed investi-
gations. It is altogether to be hoped that the matter
may become no more portentous than it is at present,
aud that the agitation may be checked at once, before
it has begun its insidious work of exciting dissatisfac-
tion among the inmates of the institutiou concerned,
aud that sense of uncertainty among the officers iu
charge, which so materially affects the best perfor-
mance of their duties. It is self-evident that the
present disturbance foreshadowed by trouble at the
Marcella Street Home, in no way concerns principles
of institution management. The question is uot now
whether public institutions shall have as their organ-
ized head a board of trustees or a single commissioner.
To any one who has followed the matter during the
last year it must be clearly evident that under the
present administration of the institutions a distinct
aud steady progress has been observable toward im-
provement in various lines, and this fact should be
appreciated by the public at large, aud particularly by
that portiou of the public represented by the medical
profession. We should not for a moment go so far
as to say that anything approaching an ideal condition
has been reached, but ouly that there has been a con-

stant progress toward better things, aud that such
progress should uot be checked by au agitation finding
expression in the public prints, which cau only tend
to destroy the confidence which has been taking
stronger and stronger hold upon the public mind.
It is quite undeniable that investigations of a

most rigorous sort, and upheavals of existing condi-
tions are often in place aud must meet with the ap-
proval of all right-miuded citizens. When the con-
duct of an institution is bad, when those concerned in
its management, iu whatever capacity, are vicious or
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incompetent, and progress is retrograde, there is but one
course to pursue, and that is to investigate conscien-
tiously and reform at whatever hazard. Our public
institutions are clearly in no such condition now. On
the contrary, an earnest attempt has been and is being
made to better their condition and their efficiency.
Progress may, for sundry reasons, have been slow iu
some cases, but it has been certain and definite to any
one who has taken the trouble to inform himself upon
the matter. If this be the case, it must be the duty
of the body of physicians to whom these remarks are
chiefly addressed, to help on the good work already
well under way by discouraging any attempt to check
its progress.
Unnecessary investigations are recoguizedly per-

nicious. Especially to be deprecated are investiga-
tions which look for faults and have no eye to merits.
Errors may and should always be unearthed, but the
inevitable danger is, that in the methods taken to dis-
close a minor fault real harm of a most positive sort

may be done, and the ultimate outcome be altogether
detrimental to the cause of true reform. Such a re-

sult is no doubt possible with the best of motives.
The hypercritical investigator is not infrequently a

real menace to the welfare of the cause he is most

conscientiously supporting. Unquestionably this is
true in the complicated mechanism of a public insti-
tution, in which a difficult and discontented class in
the community is being cared for, and in which disci-
pline is so absolutely necessary to success of manage-
ment. Should, however, investigation become neces-

sary, it should be carried on openly aud by methods of
a recognized sort. Beyond measure dangerous is the
method not infrequently in vogue, we regret to say,
of appealing to the prejudices of the vicious or dis-
contented or diseased, whose testimony in a court of
law would never be received. Prejudice is inevitable
and it must of necessity warp the judgment of the
half-educated outcast, who is so frequent an inmate of
our institutions. A man who is vicious and has an end
to subserve is notably a false witness, aud it is equally
true that a person who is irresponsible through disease is
not to be taken as a criterion of truth or justice. It is,
unfortunately, a not unnecessary warning to say that a
person suffering from paralytic dementia, or the effects
of alcohol or cerebral syphilis, or imbecility, or men-

tal disturbance of any sort is to be absolutely excused
from the right of giving an unbiased opinion. The
courts recognize this fact. Why should not investi-
gators and the people whom such investigators in-
fluence?
At present our institutions are doing good work.

Their faults no doubt are still manifold, but we must
protest against the spirit which, judging from news-

paper reports, is again abroad, of magnifying their
faults and minimizing their virtues. Under the exist-
ing condition of things, such a course can only be
detrimental to their further progress. And this is a

matter in which the physicians of Boston have shown
a very particular interest. Many of them have helped

on, by their individual and combined effort, a work
and policy which they have felt on the whole to
be productive of a lasting good. Take, for example,
the hospital for paupers on Long Island. It is no

doubt generally known to the profession that a year
or more ago the Institutions Department appointed a

number of physicians in good standing, whose func-
tion should be that of a visiting staff. Out of this
has grown, chiefly through the instrumentality of
the Superintendent of Long Island, a training school
for nurses, whose efficiency has doue much toward
helping on the work of the hospital. The im-
provement at the institution has been evident, and it
was inevitable. An almshouse has been transformed
into a hospital in a remarkably short space of time.
This is but oue example of the improvement which to
the best of our knowledge has spread through all the
institutions.
In the face of such facts there can be but one

opinion of the unwisdom of holding up before the pub-
lic the faults which still exist, and thereby obscuring
the good which is being done, and hindering its fur-
ther prosecution. We believe that we but voice the
opinion of the profession at large, when we say that
such attempts at reform as the papers would indicate
are about to be undertaken are at this time misjudged,
and in no way meet with the approval of the great
mass of truly philanthropic people.

ANNUAL REPORT OF SUPERVISING SURGEON\x=req-\
GENERAL OF THE MARINE-HOSPITAL SER-$
VICE.
The report of Surgeon-General Wyman for the

year 1895 is embodied in a volume of 477 pages con-
taining considerable material of more thau ordinary
interest to medical readers.
The first portion of the report contains the usual de-

tails relative to the routine work of the Mariue-Hos
pital Service, iucluding a description of the marine
hospitals continued from previous annual reports and
illustrated with photographs of those at Cairo, Detroit,
Evansville, Key West, Portland, Me., Port Townsend,
St. Louis, Vineyard Haven and Wilmington.
About ninety pages of this portion of the report is

devoted to necropsies made at the hospitals.
Fifteen papers are contributed by medical officers,

treating of various medical and surgical ' subjects.
Among these the following have special interest :
Dr. Bratton's paper on "An Arid Region Sanitar-

ium for Tuberculous Patients " calls attention to lack
of proper provision for the treatment of cases of pul-
monary tuberculosis among seamen, aud pronounces
the present mode of treatment of consumptive patients
of the Marine-Hospital Service a disastrous failure.
The writer believes the climatic treatment is the only
one which promises success, and points to the elevated,
dry, mid-continental region between Santa Fé, on the
north, and Tucson and El Paso, on the south, as the
best location for a sanitarium for consumptives. He
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